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• Top names in UK:
• Girls: Olivia, Amelia, Emily, Isla, Ava
• Boys: Oliver, Harry, George, Jacob, Noah

• Top names in 1st C Palestine: Ossuaries & manuscripts

• Boys: Simon, Joseph, Lazarus, Judas, John 
• Girls: Mary, Salome, Martha, Joanna, 

Sapphira



Are the texts reliable?

For directions to the nearest 
bakery… ask Philip

• John 6:5 When Jesus saw a great crowd 
coming… he said to Philip, “where shall 
we buy bread for these people to eat?”

• Luke 9:10 [Jesus and his disciples] 
withdrew to a town called Bethsaida… 
and crowds followed him there

• John 1:44 ‘Philip.. was from the town of 
Bethsaida’



Are the texts reliable?

The Grass is always greener… 

at Passover

• Mark 6:39 Jesus directed them to 
sit down in groups on the green 
grass

• John 6:10 Jesus said “Make the 
people sit down”. There was plenty 
of grass in that place



Are the texts reliable?

John 6:9 “Here is a boy with five 
small barley loaves” – Passover 
celebrated the barley harvest



Isaiah 40:22New International Version - UK 
(NIVUK)

22 He sits enthroned above the circle of the 
earth,

and its people are like grasshoppers.
He stretches out the heavens like a canopy,

and spreads them out like a tent to live 
in.
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