
“The pursuit of 
the presence of 
God has been 
without exception 
or exaggeration , 
the prevailing 
passion and the 
common purpose 
of all the saints in 
every generation 
since the time of 
Christ....”



“.... study their 
lives and you will 
quickly discover 
that the universal, 
all-consuming 
motivation which 
fuelled everything 
else they did was 
a desire for the 
presence of God.”
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“But will God really dwell on earth? The 
heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot 
contain you. How much less this temple I 
have built! Yet give attention to your 
servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, 
LORD my God. Hear the cry and the prayer 
that your servant is praying in your presence 
this day…. Hear the supplication of your 
servant and of your people Israel when they 
pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, 
your dwelling place, and when you hear, 
forgive.” 1 Kings 8.27.28, 30



“When anyone wrongs their neighbour and is 
required to take an oath and they come and 
swear the oath before your altar in this 
temple, then hear from heaven and act. 
Judge between your servants, condemning 
the guilty by bringing down on their heads 
what they have done, and vindicating the 
innocent by treating them in accordance with 
their innocence.”

1 Kings 8.31-32



“When your people Israel have been 
defeated by an enemy because they have 
sinned against you, and when they turn back 
to you and give praise to your name, praying 
and making supplication to you in this temple, 
then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of 
your people Israel and bring them back to 
the land you gave to their ancestors.”

1 Kings 8.33-34



“When the heavens are shut up and there is no 
rain because your people have sinned against 
you….When famine or plague comes to the 
land....or when an enemy besieges them in any 
of their cities, whatever disaster or disease may 
come, and when a prayer or plea is made by 
anyone among your people Israel - being 
aware of the afflictions of their own hearts, and 
spreading out their hands toward this temple -
then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. 
Forgive and act…” 1 Kings 8.35, 37-39



“When they sin against you - for there is no one who 
does not sin - and you become angry with them and 
give them over to their enemies, who take them 
captive to their own lands, far away or near; and if 
they have a change of heart in the land where they 
are held captive, and repent and plead with you in 
the land of their captors and say, ‘We have sinned, 
we have done wrong, we have acted wickedly’; 48 
and if they turn back to you with all their heart and 
soul in the land of their enemies who took them 
captive, and pray to you toward the land you gave 
their ancestors, toward the city you have chosen and 
the temple I have built for your Name; then from 
heaven, your dwelling place, hear their prayer and 
their plea, and uphold their cause..” 1 Kings  8.46-49





“....the LORD appeared to him at night and said: “I 
have heard your prayer and have chosen this place 
for myself as a temple for sacrifices.  When I shut up 
the heavens so that there is no rain, or command 
locusts to devour the land or send a plague among 
my people, if my people, who are called by my name, 
will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal 
their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears 
attentive to the prayers offered in this place. 16 I 
have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my 
Name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart 
will always be there.”           2 Chronicles 7.12-16







“As for the foreigner who does not belong to 
your people Israel but has come from a 
distant land because of your name - for they 
will hear of your great name and your mighty 
hand and your outstretched arm - when they 
come and pray toward this temple, then hear 
from heaven, your dwelling place. Do 
whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that 
all the peoples of the earth may know your 
name and fear you, as do your own people 
Israel, and may know that this house I have 
built bears your Name.” 1 Kings 8.41-43



“Everyone was filled with awe at the many 
wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles. All the believers were together and 
had everything in common. They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone 
who had need. Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God 
and enjoying the favor of all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved.” Acts 2.43-47
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