
Rebuilding Ancient Ruins
Isaiah 61:4



Sermons of the last 7 weeks
1. Jesus was empowered by the Holy Spirit. We need to be empowered 

too!
2. By the power of the Holy Spirit we are set free from sin.
3. The Gospel is revealed to us by the Spirit, and we need to live out.
4. The Holy Spirit opens our spiritual eyes to get to know and understand 

God better.
5. We need to follow Jesus’ example which is only possible through the 

Holy Spirit.
6. Our slate is wiped clean and through the Spirit we are free to be 

ourselves and have an intimate relationship with God.
7. Jesus transformed lives in his day and continues to do so. We need to 

be willing to be led by the Spirit to do the same.
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Context of 
Isaiah 61:4



Wider Context of Isaiah

• Isaiah was alive +100 years before Israel’s exile to Babylon

• Chapters 1- 39 is addressed to people before the exile:
Mostly to do with judgement, however mentions future 
hope in a messianic king (Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7)

• Chapters 40-66 is addressed to people after the exile:
Focuses on the new hope – God’s servant, the messiah
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Isaiah 61:4

A metaphor based on the 
restoration process which the 
Jewish people experienced 
when they returned from 
exile.



Peter’s impact 
on society



Matthew 16:13-20
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”



Matthew 16:13-20
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.”
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I 
tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was 
the Messiah.
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Greek: Petros & Petra = rock

Aramaic: Cephas & cephas = rock
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Gates of Hades - Caesarea Philippi



Pentecost



The Acts of Peter

• 1st Sermon - 3000 people start believing in Jesus
• Leads the church in Jerusalem
• Pray for Samaritans to be filled with the Holy Spirit 
• Healed the sick
• Raised the dead back to life
• Tells the gentiles (non-Jewish) about the good news of Jesus and 

they receive the Holy Spirit
• Arrested numerous times for preaching the good news of Jesus & 

and no longer conforming to Jewish traditions.
• 300 years later Constantine declares Christianity the religion of 

the Roman Empire.



How does 
Peter’s story 
help us?



What to do if you call yourself a Christian

• Prioritise spending time with God

• Keep on asking God to fill you with his Holy Spirit

• Tell people the good news about Jesus

• Be willing to challenge sinful behaviour within the Christian 
community

• Humble yourself if someone challenges your behaviour!



What if I don’t know Jesus yet?

• Ask Jesus to open your spiritual eyes

• Be willing to change

• Ask Jesus to help you with the change


