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But you are a 

chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, 
God’s special 

possession, that 
you may declare 

the praises of 
him who called 

you out of 
darkness into his 
wonderful light.

1 Peter 2.9













With all wisdom and understanding, he made 
known to us the mystery of his will according 
to his good pleasure, which he purposed in 
Christ, to be put into effect when the times 
reach their fulfillment - to bring unity to all 
things in heaven and on earth under Christ.  
In him we were also chosen, having been 
predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the 
purpose of his will, in order that we, who 
were the first to put our hope in Christ, might 

be for the praise of his glory. Ephesians 1.8-12

























Your attitude should be the same as that 
of Christ Jesus: who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be grasped; but 
made himself nothing taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness.  And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to death –
even death on a cross!

Ephesians 2.5-8
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If anyone else things he has reasons 
to put confidence in the flesh, I have 
more…. But whatever were gains to 
me I now consider loss for the sake 
of Christ. What is more, I consider 
everything a loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 
have lost all things. 

Ephesians 3.4, 7-14



I consider them garbage, that I may 
gain Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ—the 
righteousness that comes from God 
on the basis of faith. 

Ephesians 3.4, 7-14



I want to know Christ - yes, to know 
the power of his resurrection and 
participation in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, and 
so, somehow, attaining to the 
resurrection from the dead.  Not that 
I have already obtained all this, or 
have already arrived at my goal, but I 
press on to take hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

Ephesians 3.4, 7-14



Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead, I 
press on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 3.4, 7-14
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